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EXAMmER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner' s amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joseph Lanser on February 14, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 2, line 1, -the— has been inserted after "wherein". 

In claim 27, line 2, "the key blank" has been changed to -a key blank-. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

U.S. Pat, No. 3,440,906 to Allen is considered to be a representative exanq)le of the 
closest prior art of record to the present invention as set forth in the independent claims 1,17, 27, 
and 33. 

Allen teaches a key cutting machine including a "frame" 10, a "key cutter" 20, and a 
"carriage" 22 having a "key blank holder" 28 mounted thereon (see Figures 1-2, for exanq^le). 
The key cutting machine taught by Allen is operable in a mode to duphcate a key, and is also 
operable in a separate mode to cut an original key from the manufacturer's specifications and the 
particular code indicated on the lock (col. 1, Unes 10-16, for example), and thus, the key cutting 
machine operates in both a "dupUcation mode" and a "code cutting mode" as set forth in claim 
33. 
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Note that carriage 22 is adapted to move axially along shaft 21, and also to pivot about 
shaft 21 (see col. 3, lines 30-39, for example, also Figures 1-4), and thus, either of the horizontal 
or vertical directions as viewed in Figure 1 can be considered the axial direction of the frame as 
set forth in the independent claims 1,17, and 27, and the other of the horizontal or vertical 
directions as viewed in Figure 1 can be considered the "transverse" direction of claims 1,17, and 
27. Note that the pivoting of the carriage 22 about the shaft 21 results in movement of the 
carriage 22 in the vertical direction as viewed in Figure 1 . 

Additionally, flat steel spring 50a (see Figure 4) forms parts of a biasing arrangement that 
has an "operable" position when elongate foot 46 of leg member 44 is pressed against the frame 
10, shown in Figure 4, and an "inoperable" position when elongate foot 46 of leg member 44 is 
not pressed against frame 10, as shown in Figure 3 (see also col. 3, line 30 through col. 4, line 4, 
for example). 

However, in the "operable" position of the biasing arrangement, the carriage 22 is biased 
in a clockwise rotation around the shaft 21 as viewed in Figure 4 (see col. 3, line 69 through col. 
4, line 4) such that the carriage is biased away from the cutter wheel 20 (see especially col. 4, 
lines 2-4). Thus, Allen does not teach that "in a second operational mode, the bias assembly is 
operable to bias the carriage assembly toward the key cutter" as set forth in independent claim 1, 
nor that "in a second mode of operation", the "biasing means biases the connecting means" 
(which movably connects the key blank to the frame as set forth earUer in the claim) "toward the 
key cutter" as set forth in independent claim 17, nor any step of selecting between modes 
wherein a bias assembly "for biasing the carriage assembly toward the key cutter" is either 
operational or not as set forth in independent claim 27. 
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Additionally, there is no combinable teaching in the prior art of record that would 
reasonably motivate one having ordinary skill in the art to so modify the teachings of Allen, and 
thus, for at least the foregoing reasoning, Allen does not render obvious the present invention as 
set forth in independent claims 1,17, and 27. 

Additionally, re independent claim 33, there is not "engagement member moveably 
attached to the carriage, wherein the engagement member is moveable between a first position, 
corresponding to the code cutting mode, in which it engages the gauge, and a second position, 
corresponding to the dupUcation mode, in which it is disengaged from the gauge" as set forth in 
claim 33. 

Additionally, there is no combinable teaching in the prior art of record that would 
reasonably motivate one having ordinary skill in the art to so modify the teachings of Allen, and 
thus, for at least the foregoing reasoning, Allen does not render obvious the present invention as 
set forth in independent claim 33. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably acconpany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Information Disclosure Statement 
3. The Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) filed 7/12/2004 cites U.S. Pat. No. 
1,755,921 to Williams, issued on September 16, 1930. However, Examiner notes that U.S. Pat. 
No. 1,755,921 was issued on April 22, 1930 to Gendler (not Williams), and relates to the art of 
bagel forming rather than key cutting. Thus, it appears that the patent number cited on the IDS 
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may have included a typographical error. Thus, Examiner is not initialing that citation as having 
been considered. However, Examiner has cited U.S. Pat. No. 1,775,921 to Williams (issuing on 
September 16, 1930 and related to the art of key cutting) on an accompanying Notice of 
References Cited (PTO-Form 892). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to appUcant^s 
disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Erica E. Cadugan whose telephone number is (571) 272-4474. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 6:30 a.m. to 4:00 pm, alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571) 272-4502. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubHshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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